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authority has tights of requisitioning for all products, both food-
stuffs and others, as well as the right to purchase them direct, all
goods sent from the free into the occupied zone are liable to be
used by the enemy. And in so far as the enemy did not directly
take possession of these products, and so far as they might be
reserved for the civilian population, the result would be the same,
since the civilian population would have to be supplied with goods
to take the place of those levied by the enemy.
On the other hand, produce sent from the free zone, even if it is
exclusively used by the civilian population, does in fact ensure the
maintenance of workers who, either in factories or in the field, will
be working at the production or conversion of produce or goods
which will be used wholly or in part by the enemy.
What does it matter, it will be said, provided the occupied zone
does not devote itself to turning out any war materials ? This is
to take a very superficial view of things. Whatever the nature
of the products requisitioned by the enemy, the result of the work
of the inhabitants of the occupied zone, these products assist his
war effort. Every industrial or agricultural worker the fruit of
whose labour is acquired by Germany sets free in Germany a
worker who in his turn can be detailed for war manufactures.
A. fortiori this argument will hold good if the factories of the
occupied zone are directly engaged in turning out military materials
properly so called: lorries, armoured cars, aeroplanes, motor parts,
guns, munitions, etc. . . . And it is quite certain that all the firms
in the occupied zone, beginning with those of Citroen and Renault,
are to-day working for the enemy.
For a Government administering territory occupied by a
belligerent to remain neutral it would have to arrange supplies
for that territory solely out of the resources contained in itself.
(b) The Interdependence of the Zones. This is not the case with
France.
The occupied zone might in the last resort have lived on its own
resources in foodstuffs and combustibles. But it rested with the
occupying authorities to exhaust these resources so that they could
be turned into an instrument of blackmail on the Vichy Govern-
ment. Which they have done, in particular, by requisitioning
almost the whole of the wheat, and then, in the very middle of a
bitter winter, by stopping all delivery of coal to the capital. The
Government of Vichy, being responsible for supplies, could not
without rousing the whole population of the occupied zone against
it fail to send them the commodities necessary for their subsistence.
Yet even this played only a secondary part.
If the occupied zone can live on its own resources it is different
with the free zone, which is poorly supplied, particularly with